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TAGS: EAID, EFIN, PFOR, IBRD, GH 

SUBJECT: GHANA DEBT: PUBLICITY REGARDING SETTLEMENT 
REF: ROME 3526 

1. BRITISH EMBASSY REPORTS ASHLEY-LASSEN ASKED LEQUESNE 
AFTER SIGNATURE OF AGREED MINUTE IN ROME WHAT PLANS CREDI- 
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TORS HAD FOR PUBLICIZING AGREEMENT. LEQUESNE REPLIED 
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SUBJECT HAD NOT BEEN DISCUSSED. 

2. LEQUESNE HAS PROPOSED THROUGH UK EMBASSY THAT CREDITORS 
AUTHORIZE HIM TO INFORM ASHLEY-LASSEN CREDITORS PLAN GIVE 
NO PUBLICITY TO AGREED MINUTE AND THAT, IF QUERIED BY 
LEGISLATURES OR PRESS, CREDITORS WILL STATE ONLY THAT AGREED 
MINUTE HAS BEEN SIGNED WITHOUT GIVING DETAILS. LEQUESNE 
SUGGESTS CREDITORS ALTER THIS STANCE ONLY IF GOG GIVES DIS- 
TORTED PUBLIC ACCOUNT OF AGREED MINUTE. 

3- DEPARTMENT HAS INFORMED UK EMBASSY THE RECOLLECTION 
USDEL IS THAT WHEN ISSUE OF PUBLICITY DISCUSSED AMONG 
CREDITORS AT ROME IN RESPONSE FRENCH QUERY AS TO WHAT 
CREDITORS PLANNED TELL SOVIETS, SEVERAL CREDITORS REPLIED 
THEY EXPECTED TREAT AGREED MINUTE AS A PUBLIC DOCUMENT. 

USG ALREADY HAS INFORMED ONE CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE OF 
SIGNATURE AGREED MINUTE AND PLANS SO INFORM OTHERS DURING 
AID HEARINGS, AS THIS WILL ENHANCE POSSIBILITIES FOR 
REENTION $19 MILLION EARMARKED FOR GHANA IN FY 1973 AS 
WELL AS AUTHORIZATION OF FY 1975 FUNDS. COPY OF AGREED 
MINUTE TO BE GIVEN FULB RIGHT COMMITTEE IN ACCORDANCE ITS 
DESIRE BE INFORMED OF AGREEMENTS IN WHICH USG PARTICIPAT- 
ING. USG DOES NOT PLAN ANY PRESS ANNOUNCEMENT BUT INTENDS 
RESPOND CANDIDLY TO ANY PRESS INQUIRIES. 

4. ACCORDING GYASI-TWUN, GOG ONLY AWAITING RETURN TO 
ACCRA OF ASHLEY-LASSEN AND OTHER MEMBERS NEGOTIATING TEAM 
BEFORE PUBLICIZING AGREED MINUTE LOCALLY. UNDERSTAND 
GHANA EMBASSY WASHINGTON TRYING PERSUADE WASHINGTON POST 
TO REPORT SETTLEMENT. KISSINGER 
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